
EVENING WORSHIP 
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

PREPARATION 
O God, make speed to save us. 

All  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Hear our voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love, 
All  according to your judgement give us life. 

We have come together in the name of Christ 
to offer our praise and thanksgiving, 
to hear and receive God’s holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we may give ourselves to the service of God. 

A period of silence for reflec/on on the past day follows. 

All  Most merciful God, 
we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, 
heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ. Amen. 

  May the God of love and power 
forgive you and free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All     Amen. 

Blessed is the Lord, 
All    for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 
All    and in our song will we praise our God 
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Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
creator of light and darkness, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
As evening falls, you renew your promise 
to reveal among us the light of your presence. 
May your word be a lantern to our feet 
and a light upon our path 
that we may behold your coming among us. 
Strengthen us in our stumbling weakness 
and free our tongues to sing your praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All  Blessed be God for ever. 

HYMN 
  Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
triumph o'er the shades of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Day-star, in my heart appear. 

Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day's return, 
Tll thy mercy's beams I see; 
Tll they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

Visit then this soul of mine, 
pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
fill me, radiancy divine, 
scaUer all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day.  

  That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 
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As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. 

All  Amen 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Psalmody Psalms 11 & 12 

In the Lord have I taken refuge; 
how then can you say to me, 
‘Flee like a bird to the hills, 

‘For see how the wicked bend the bow 
and fit their arrows to the string, 
to shoot from the shadows at the true of heart. 

‘When the foundaLons are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do?’  

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
the Lord’s throne is in heaven. 

His eyes behold, 
his eyelids try every mortal being. 

The Lord tries the righteous as well as the wicked, 
but those who delight in violence his soul abhors. 

Upon the wicked he shall rain coals of fire 
and burning sulphur; 
scorching wind shall be their porLon to drink. 

For the Lord is righteous; 
he loves righteous deeds, 
and those who are upright shall behold his face. 
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God of heaven, 
when the foundaLons are shaken and there is no escape, 
test us, but not to destrucLon, look on the face of your anointed 
and heal us in Jesus Christ your Son. 

Help me, Lord, for no one godly is leQ;  
the faithful have vanished from the whole human race. 

They all speak falsely with their neighbour;  
they flaUer with their lips, but speak from a double heart. 

O that the Lord would cut off all flaSering lips  
and the tongue that speaks proud boasts! 

Those who say, ‘With our tongue will we prevail;  
our lips we will use; who is lord over us?’ 

‘Because of the oppression of the needy, 
and the groaning of the poor,  
I will rise up now,’ says the Lord, 
‘and set them in the safety that they long for.’ 

The words of the Lord are pure words, 
like silver refined in the furnace 
and purified seven Tmes in the fire. 

You, O Lord, will watch over us  
and guard us from this generaLon for ever. 

The wicked strut on every side,  
when what is vile is exalted by the whole human race. 

Lord, when faith is faint 
and speech veils our intenLons, 
restore us by your word of power and purity, 
both now and for ever. 

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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Scripture Philippians 3.4b-14 
Reading 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 
because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in 
his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 
goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All     Thanks be to God. 

CanTcle - A Song of Christ the Servant 

All  Christ commiUed no sin, 
  no guile was found on his lips. 

  Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
  that you should follow in his steps. 

  He commiUed no sin, no guile was found on his lips, 
  when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn. 
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  When he suffered, he did not threaten,  
  but he trusted himself to God who judges justly. 

  Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
  that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

  By his wounds, you have been healed, 
  for you were straying like sheep, 
  but have now returned 
  to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

1 Peter 2.21b-25 
  Glory to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning is now 
  and shall be for ever. Amen. 

  Christ commiUed no sin, 
  no guile was found on his lips. 

Scripture MaUhew 10.16–22 
Reading 

‘See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so 
be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of them, for 
they will hand you over to councils and flog you in their 
synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and kings 
because of me, as a tesLmony to them and the GenLles. When 
they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 
what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given to you at 
that Lme; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you. Brother will betray brother to death, and a 
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 
them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my 
name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All     Thanks be to God. 
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  Forsake me not, O Lord; 
  be not far from me, O my God. 

All  Forsake me not, O Lord; 
  be not far from me, O my God. 
 
  Make haste to help me, 
  O Lord of my salvaLon. 

All  Be not far from me, O my God. 
 

  Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit. 

All  Forsake me not, O Lord; 
  be not far from me, O my God. 

The Magnificat (The Song of Mary) 

Refrain: 
All  Come, let us return to the Lord, 
  for our God will richly pardon. 

All  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generaTons will call me blessed;  
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him,  
from generaTon to generaTon. 

He has shown strength with his arm  
and has scaUered the proud in their conceit, 

CasTng down the mighty from their thrones  
and lieing up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things  
and sent the rich away empty. 
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He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  
to remember his promise of mercy, 

The promise made to our ancestors,  
to Abraham and his children for ever.                                Luke 1.46-55 

All  Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: 
All  Come, let us return to the Lord, 
  for our God will richly pardon. 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
All    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under PonTus Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrecTon of the body, 
  and the life everlasTng. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
  This response may be used 

  Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer 

  concluding with 

  We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 
  to the mercy and protecLon of our heavenly Father: 

Silence is kept. 

  Almighty God, 
  as your blessed Son Jesus Christ 
  first came to seek and to save the lost; 
  so may he come again to find in us 
  the compleLon of his redeeming work; 
  for he is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  God for ever and ever. 
All  Amen 

Collect  
  Almighty God, 
  whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
  and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
  mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
  may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
  who is alive and reigns with you, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever.   
All  Amen. 

Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptaTon; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

HYMN 

Immortal love, forever full, 
forever flowing free, 
forever shared, forever whole, 
a never ebbing sea. 

Our outward lips confess the name 
all other names above; 
love only knoweth whence it came, 
and comprehendeth love. 

But warm, sweet, tender, even yet, 
a present help is He; 
and faith sTll has its Olivet, 
and love its Galilee. 

The healing of His seamless dress 
is by our beds of pain; 
we touch Him in life’s throng and press, 
and we are whole again. 

Through Him the first fond prayers are said 
our lips of childhood frame, 
the last low whispers of our dead 
are burdened with His Name. 

Alone, O Love ineffable, 
thy saving name is given; 
to turn aside from thee is hell, 
to walk with thee is heaven. 
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All Visit our homes, O Lord, we pray, 
and drive far from them all darkness and fear; 
may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 
and may your blessing be always upon us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  In peace we will lie down and sleep; 
All  for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 

  Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
All  for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 

  As the night watch looks for the morning, 
All  so do we look for you, O Christ. 

  Come with the dawning of the day 
All  and make yourself known in the breaking of the bread. 

  The Lord bless you and watch over you; 
the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. 

All  Amen. 

  Let us bless the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God.
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